
      The history of Shechem is complex. At times it was a place of violence and segregation, but

it was also the first place of promise, a city of refuge, and where Jesus met the woman at the

well and reconciled all of these realities. The space where this famous meeting took place is

significant in a number of ways - from the reality that this was a place to go around, that was

populated by a people that was seen as “less than” and “other” to the history of the promise

that was made there between God and Abram. The parallels between historical Shechem and

26th & Capitol in Milwaukee’s Northside are numerous. Hope Street believes that this place -

one known for violence, drugs and segregation - can be a place of promise, of refuge and of

reconciliation.

As we continue to quietly raise funds for the construction of Shechem we would like to invite

you to join us in creating a green space on the empty lot of 2510 W. Capitol Drive - the future

site of Shechem at Hope Street. In this walking garden you will be able to find more information

about the gymnasium, café, meeting and classroom spaces, and the rooftop garden, along with

learning more about the story of Shechem. Each station will have benches for you to sit and

ponder or pray about what things you want refuge from, to consider how you might become

part of our community, and what you hope to see change in you, your family, and your

community. That is what this place is about: building community and cultivating hope in a safe

place for people… just like you.

      Please consider supporting The Refuge Garden at Shechem* through one of the following

Sponsorships:

MONUMENT: $5,000

BENCH: $2,500

TREE: $250

FLOWERS: $50
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MONUMENT: $5,000

BENCH: $2,500

Along the garden’s path will be seven places to pause, to read a part of the story of Shechem, and
to reflect. At each station will be a bench for you to sit and take it all in, by yourself or with

another. Each bench will feature a plaque honoring the sponsor, along with acknowledgement on

Shechem’s website. Benches will be placed at each station for visitors to sit, pause, reflect and
pray while engaging with the vision of Shechem. These benches will become permanent fixtures

of Shechem, in the atrium and the rooftop garden.

TREE: $250

The first time Shechem is mentioned in the biblical narrative is when Abram goes to the “great
tree of Moreh”. This is where the promise to “bless all nations” is first received. Trees continue

to act as powerful images that show growth, rebirth, shelter, and strength. Tree sponsors will be

recognized on Shechem’s website, and will also have the option to transplant their tree to a place

of their choosing.

FLOWERS: $50

Hope Street is the Greenhouse for People and this mission will be extended into and through

Shechem. This means that Shechem will be a space committed to bringing light and beauty that is

not just “good enough” but good in and of itself. The Refuge Garden will be an investment in the

beauty of our neighborhood, and will bring beauty to the path for all to enjoy and learn more

about Shechem. Flower sponsors will be recognized on Shechem’s website.

WWW.HOPESTREETMINISTRY.ORG/SHECHEM

Each station will have a plaque sharing the history of Shechem and how that parallels to the

vision behind Shechem at Hope Street. Along the path we will explore Shechem from the promise

given by God to Abram, to the tragedy of Dinah, and eventually into the heart of Samaria where

Christ met the woman at the well. We see this very same story in the promise of Shechem at

Hope Street - from God’s promise to bless all people through Abram to the tragedy of brokenness

that exists within Milwaukee, and finally to this space of refuge that will invite people to gather

in an unexpected place, and to share in the hope of a greater Truth than stats and facts, but
through unexpected kinship. Each plaque will share this story and vision of hope, of
reconciliation, and of flourishing for all. Monument sponsors will be acknowledged when these

plaques become stone monuments within the building of Shechem; additionally, monument

sponsors will be acknowledged on Shechem’s website. All monuments will be permanent fixtures

within Shechem, and will continue to share the story of this space long after its construction.



I WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR THE REFUGE GARDEN
AT THE FOLLOWING LEVEL:

MONUMENT: $5,000

BENCH: $2,500

TREE: $250

FLOWERS: $50

Name:_____________________________________________

Company Name (If applicable):__________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

Phone: __________________ Email: _____________________

Sponsorship Level: ___________________________________

S P O N S O R  I N F O R M A T I O N

CHECKS CAN BE MADE PAYABLE TO HOPE STREET MINISTRY.  FOR ALL OTHER
SPONSORSHIP QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN COOPER AT

BRIAN@HOPESTREETMINISTRY.ORG

CHECK ENCLOSED

Mail this form and check to: 2522 W.Captiol Dr. APT #8 | Milwaukee, WI 53206
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